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ICD?

What’s that?



The innovatiecluster Drachten is
the follow up of an old tradition in this region

Mechanisation Manufacturing instruments



The innovatiecluster Drachten is
the answer to today’s strategic issues

Strategic rooting in the region Scarcity technical talents



Ca 50 % of the HQ ICD companies are outside the region

The innovatiecluster Drachten is
your start of an international career?



The Innovation Cluster Drachten
Focus, Facts & Figures in a glance

3800 FTE of which >1400 innovation related

19 International operating companies

OEM-ers and market leaders 

Self-creating industry

Over € 100 million R&D spend

45 nationalities in companies

275 internships 2019
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All sorts of systems like:

• Devices
• Instruments
• Machines
• Mechanisations
• Automotive
• Trucks & busses
• Airplanes
• Ships

What are High Tech Systems?



New medical instruments
Autonomous cars

New bottom-of-the piramid product

New informatie & 
communicatie generaties

New robotsystems
Drones

New simulators

New Additive
Manufacturing systems

New High Tech Systems
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Mechanisations Machines Devices
Desktop

Devices
Hand held

Subsystems

The innovatiecluster Drachten is
connected to the world by their connected installed base



3D metal
printen

Remote 
sensoring
& big data

Visual 
intelligence

Robotics
Renewable
propulsion

Complex metal 
parts

HP plastics
Printed-

electronics

Sensor fusion
Cyber security

Telemetry
Apps/Hololenses

Predictive
maintenance

Multi- spectral
Images

Neural networks
Deep Learning

Cobots & robots
Autonomous

vehicles
Edurobotics

PV energy
Battery mgt

Hydrogen

The innovatiecluster Drachten provides
opportunities to work at the cutting edge of technologies

Meet our Big Five !!! 

http://www.google.nl/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiAjZmegZ_LAhXrNJoKHR3OA9sQjRwIBw&url=http://www.charterworld.com/news/tag/whisperpower&psig=AFQjCNEdysdm_JAE3wcXv2yio74y2GOxLg&ust=1456905231085298


Antenne meetkamer FEM berekeningen
Outdoor

Test facility
Microbiologisch lab CARS software Klimaat kamer Temp test room

Optical/electronical

integration
Acoustisch lab

Solar Radiation

chamber

Climate test 

chamber
Precisie meetkamer Starlight room Waterjet cutting

The innovatiecluster Drachten provides
16 shared facilities at the companies

3D scanner

Xray



The innovatiecluster Drachten ownes
4 shared facilities

MEOST experts

3D metalprinter UR5 robotarms3D HP polymerprinter



1. Contribution in R&D projects by internships

2. High Tech Career Competion

3. International exchange program with Boston

4. Master Honours program High Tech Systems

5. Masters Mechanical engineering 

6. Your first job in this region…….

The innovatiecluster Drachten provides
opportunities for students



Sensoring & 
big data

In3D

Smart Machines

In3D2.0

CCR

MEOST

Smart Machine 2.0

CCR 2.0

Advanced Additive

Environement protected
electronics 

Paperless factories/
digital twinning

AI & Machine learning
Machine Vision

C&PIbV

2015-2016 2017-2018 2019-2020

Flexible machines

1. Internships in R&D projects



2. Internships matchmaking at the High Tech Career Competition

2 times per year: the change to meet our companies

50 – 70 internships

• 25th of May in Assen 11.00 hrs for the period after summer 2019
– Apply from end of April 

• Medio November for the period the period after january 2020
– Apply from mid of October



3. International High Tech Student Exchange program
Boston –Top Dutch region

Harvard 

WPI

MIT

RuG

NHLStenden

Hanze 

Started january 2019: extra 10.000 Euros grant: 2 places left
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4. 5th Edition Master Honours programme starting nov 2019



• Plaatje

5. Four new High Tech mastertracks at RuG/ GEC

Starting september 2019



5. Second year Smart Factory at our shared facilities ICD

Master Thesis 
subject garantueed
by the ICD cluster 
companies !!
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Nice to meet us!
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Project
manager

Directeur
Norma-IMS Plant Manager

Rolf 
Moedt

Projectleider
Floorcare

R&D mgr
Mechanisch

R&D 
Site leader

Bas
Nieuwenhuis

Ontwikkelaar
IMS

Systeem
Architect R&D mgr

Jan Reinder
Fransens

Potentieel 
ICD lid

The innovatiecluster Drachten provides
a career instead of a job !!

Jobs: www.icdrachten.nl



The innovatiecluster Drachten provides
a career instead of a job in a glance!!
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Mechanical engineering x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x

Electronical engineering x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x

Maritime engineering x x x

Aerospace engineering x x x x

Physics x x x x x x x

Applied Physics x x x x x x x x x x x

Material engineering x x x x x

Chemical engineering x x x

Mathematics x x x x x

Applied Mathematics x x x x x x x

Industrial design x x x x x x x x x x

IT science x x x x x x x x x x x

Data science x x x x x x x x x x

Biomedical engineering x x x x x

Automotive engineering x



Facts & figures Astron

• Institute
• Location: Dwingeloo, HQ idem
• Size: 220 FTE, 60 PhD
• Astronomy
• High Tech instruments
• XXL Big Data

Career opportunities for:

• Astronomy
• Physics
• Applied Physics
• Mechanical Engineering
• Electronical Engineering
• Aerospace engineering
• IT science
• Datascience

• MBO
• HBO
• WO
• PhD



Facts & figures BD

• Shareholder company

• Location: Drachten, HQ Baltimore USA (60.000 FTE)

• Size: 280 FTE, 120 FTE innovation

• Lab automation

• 3 sites in Drachten

• Saving lifes

Career opportunities for:

• Biomedical engineering

• Physics

• Applied Physics

• Mechanical Engineering

• Electronical Engineering

• Aerospace engineering

• Datascience

• IT embedded software

• Industrial design

• MBO

• HBO

• WO

• PhD



Facts & figures Comecer

• Shareholder company

• Location: Joure, HQ Bologna (280 FTE)

• Size: 40 FTE

• Nucleair therapy systems

• Rontgen

Career opportunities for:

• Biomedical Engineering

• Applied Physics

• Mechanical Engineering

• Electronical Engineering

• IT science

• Industrial design

• MBO

• HBO

• WO



Facts & figures Delta Instruments

• Shareholder company
• Location: Drachten, HQ Waltham USA Perkin Elmer 

(7000)
• Size: 40 FTE
• Advanced instruments
• Sensoring & big data

Career opportunities for:

• Biomedical Engineering
• Mechanical Engineering
• Electronical Engineering
• Applied Physics
• Applied Mathemathics
• IT Science
• Datascience

• HBO
• WO
• PhD



Facts & figures FMI

• Private owned company

• Location: Drachten, HQ Bergen op Zoom (1500)

• Size: 45 FTE

• Advanced mechanisations and robotics

• Vision & big data

Career opportunities for:

• Mechanical Engineering

• Electronical Engineering

• IT science

• Datascience

• MBO

• HBO

• WO



Facts & figures Kwant controls

• Private owned company

• Location: Sneek, HQ 

• Size: 55 FTE

• Martime controls (ship dashboard)

• Mechanical precision & electronics

• Former Stork company

Career opportunities for:

• Mechanical Engineering

• Electronical Engineering

• Maritime engineering

• Industrial design

• MBO

• HBO

• WO



Facts & figures NTS-Norma

• Shareholder owned company

• Location: Drachten, HQ Eindhoven (1500)

• Size: 90 FTE

• UH Mechanical precision & automation

• 3D printing

Career opportunities for:

• Mechanical Engineering

• Material Engineering

• MBO

• HBO



Facts & figures Neopost

• Shareholder owned company

• Location: Drachten, HQ Paris (7000)

• Size: 250 FTE, 60 FTE innovation

• HP Mechtronics

• Booming business

Career opportunities for:

• Applied Physics

• Mechanical Engineering

• Electronical Engineering

• Datascience

• IT science

• Industrial design

• MBO

• HBO

• WO

• PhD



Facts & figures Philips

• Shareholder owned company

• Location: Drachten, HQ Amsterdam (90000)

• Size: 1800 FTE, >700 FTE innovation

• Largest W-EU site + 200-250 FTE coming from UK

• From consumer business to med tech

Career opportunities for:

• Applied Physics

• Biomedical Engineering

• MateriaL Engineering

• Chemical Engineering

• Mechanical Engineering

• Electronical Engineering

• Datascience & clouds

• IT science: embedded software/ Apps

• Industrial design

• MBO

• HBO

• WO

• PhD



Facts & figures Photonis

• Shareholder owned company

• Location: Drachten, HQ Bordeaux (12000)

• Size: 300 FTE

• Photonics

• 130 processes including clean room 

Career opportunities for:

• Physics

• Applied Physics

• Material Engineering

• Mechanical Engineering

• Electrical Engineering

• Applied Mathematics

• IT science

• Industrial design

• MBO

• HBO

• WO

• PhD



Facts & figures Resato

• Privater owned company

• Location: Assen , HQ

• Size: 120 FTE

• Virtual Reality

Career opportunities for:

• Material Engineering

• Mechanical Engineering

• Electronical Engineering

• IT science

• MBO

• HBO

• WO



Facts & figures Stork Turbine Blades

• Shareholder owned company

• Location: Sneek , HQ

• Size: 90 FTE

• Reversed engineering and 3D scanning

• 3D printing comp centre Stork

Career opportunities for:

• Mechanical Engineering

• MBO

• HBO



Facts & figures Variass

• Private owned company

• Location: Veendam en Drachten , HQ Veendam

• Size: 110 + 30 FTE

• EMS + Med Tech systems

• Cobots

Career opportunities for:

• Mechanical Engineering

• Electronical Engineering

• MBO

• HBO



Facts & figures VDH products

• Private owned company

• Location: Roden, HQ Roden

• Size: 65 FTE

• Sensoring T, p en humidity

• Application : climate control for processes

Career opportunities for:

• Mechanical Engineering

• Electronical Engineering

• MBO

• HBO



Facts & figures Ventura

• Private owned company

• Location: Bolsward, HQ Bolsward

• Size: 120 FTE + 30% growth 2018

• System innovator

• Electric propulsion & IoT

Career opportunities for:

• Material Engineering

• Mechanical Engineering

• Electronical Engineering

• Datascience

• MBO

• HBO

• WO



Facts & figures Whisper Power

• Private owned company

• Location: Drachten HQ

• Size: 45 FTE

• System innovator

• Electric propulsion & IoT

Career opportunities for:

• Material Engineering

• Mechanical Engineering

• Electronical Engineering

• Datascience

• MBO

• HBO

• WO



Facts & figures YP your partners

• Private owned company

• Location: Drachten HQ

• Size: 18 FTE (smallest company)

• Telemetry (remote sensoring & control)

• AR 

Career opportunities for:

• IT embedded software

• IT classic

• IT communication

• IT Human Machine Interace

• Datascience

• HBO

• WO



Facts & figures Xpar Vision

• Private owned company

• Location: Groningen HQ

• Size: 35 FTE 

• sensoring & fast data control)

• Robotcis

Career opportunities for:

• Material Engineering

• Physics

• Mathematics

• Mechanical Engineering

• Electronical Engineering

• Datascience

• HBO

• WO

• PhD



Facts & figures Ziuz

• Private owned company

• Location: Gorredijk HQ

• Size: 55 FTE 

• Neural Networks & Deep Learning

• Medtech

Career opportunities for:

• Physics

• Medical Technology

• Mechanical Engineering

• Electronical Engineering

• Datascience

• Mathematics

• HBO

• WO

• PhD



We will keep in touch!

Scotty,
Beam me up to the ICD !


